2iS                 Religion in India.
the enunciation of one-sided theories even when these may appear to threaten the basis of society/'
Eeal practical scientific education has only within the last three years or so been introduced into the curriculum of the Calcutta Unversity, Were it made general throughout the continent of India, it is possible that an electric lamp would he kindled for teachers, pupils, inspectors, and the whole thinking community, from which, like a beneficent epidemic light would win its way among the whole population. Then if it appeared that the book of Nature was not irrecoucileable with any professed written revelation ( otherwise edifying) it may be hoped that the people being in the main wise and honest, would act accordingly. Unless there be no God, which can never be proved, the phenomena of the Kosnios must in some way or other be a divine revelation to man. This forms, for those by whom those phenomena are rightly apprehended, a common basis for real Catholicity, quod semper ubique et ab omnibus creditum. On that rock if we but build our church, all necessary truth may be reasonably hoped for. Felt for by the Sankhya and by Plato, brought near by Descartes and organised by Spinoza, this conviction has in our own time, been expanded into a system by Herbert Spencer and his followers, and appears, so far as can at present be seen, to be making its way among all European thinkers who seek to introduce the intellect into religion. The late Mr. Mill with all his singular training seems to have reached at last the conclusion that the evidence for the causation of the Kosmos was capable of inductive demonstration*, and an almost equally original thinker once spoke scarcely less distinctly, though with guarded language, before Indian hearers.
" If I were addressing an Oxford or Cambridge audience and were to speak of the future as belonging to the .sciences of experiment and observation, I should have many objections to answer, Borne of taste, some of pilosophical prejudice, some perhaps of religious feeling ,.,.,, Here in India, at all events, the conditions of truth are plain enough. In the fight which the educated Hindu, which the Christian missionary, wage against error, such success as has been gained, such as will be gained, evidently depends on physical knowledge .... * Unchecked by external truth the mind of, man has a fatal facility for ensnaring and entrapping, and entangling itself, But happily, happily for the human race, some fragment of physical speculation has been "built into every false system. Here is the weak point Its inevitable destruction leaves a breach in the whole fabric^ and through that breach the armies of truth march in."
* Vide uote at end,